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Proprietary Rights Are Still Available For A New Specialty Potato 

PVMI Offers Limited Sublicense/s For Purple Pelisse 

 

A ll new potato varieties developed by the Pacific Northwest Tri-State Breeding Pro-

gram are now licensed to PVMI (the Potato Variety Management Institute), a non-

profit marketing and administration organization for the Tri-State Potato Breeding 

Program. PVMI is currently requesting proposals for sublicensing a new purple-fleshed, pur-

ple-skinned potato variety. 

  This is the first time a specialty potato variety developed by the Tri-State Program will be 

sublicensed to only one or a few private companies.  An exclusive or semi-exclusive license/s 

Oregon Potato Commission Delegation 

Visits Washington D.C. 

O PC Commissioner’s: Tony Amstad, Jim Carlson, Nels Iverson, Leif Benson, and 

Marty Myers along with Bill Brewer at-

tended the NPC Public Policy meeting in Washing-

ton DC February 23-27.  Mike Macy, Culver was 

attending the Potato Industry Leadership Institute 

and also participated in many of the presentations 

including congressional visits.  There were presen-

tations made by the new Secretary of Agriculture, 

Vilsack, Collin Peterson, House Agriculture Com-

mittee Chairman, Ken Salazar, Interior Secretary 

and others.  Meetings with USDA/FAS/PPQ/USTR/

APHIS/EPA/ARS were held throughout the week.  

Washington D.C. team from left to right: back row  
Mike Macy, Jim Carlson, Leif Benson, Marty Myers front 

row Bill Brewer, Tony Amstad, Rep-
resentative David Wu,                                              

Patti Iverson, Nels Iverson 

US potato industry can now begin exporting fresh potatoes to Russia.  

ñGoodness Unearthedò logo funding from OPC 

OPC is looking for Representatives for the USPB 

April 2009 

Continue on page 2 
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The OPC is Giving Oregon Growers Money 
 

T he OPC Consumer Research and Educa-

tion Committee has committed funding 

for Growers who use the “Potatoes 

Goodness Unearthed” logo on their promo-

tional items, such as hats, shirts, magnetic 

signs, stickers, bags etc. Send a copy of the in-

voice and tell us how you are displaying the 

“Potatoes Goodness Unearthed” logo.  
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Russia/US Potato Trade Team departing Portland  

The Russians Were Here 

R ussian Federal Veterinary and Phytosanitary Sur-

veillance Services (VPSS), United States Depart-

ment of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant 

Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Oregon Department of 

Agriculture (ODA) along with Pacific Northwest potato 

state commission representatives met in Portland March 

17-18, 2009 to set Shipment Freedom regulations for US 

fresh potatoes to be exported to Russia.  Representatives 

from the Idaho Potato Commission (IPC), Washington 

State Potato Commission (WSPC) and Oregon Potato 

Commission (OPC) participated.  

  OPC arranged meeting space and site visits along with 

financial support from United States Potato Board 

(USPB), IPC and WSPC for the five VPSS officials, four 

USDA/APHIS officials, two ODA Inspection Service and 

five Potato Industry people.  The PNW commissions pre-

sented information about the potato commission re-

sponsibility and production areas of the US.  ODA dis-

cussed the role states have with certifying and inspecting 

product for export and APHIS presented how regulations 

were developed and controlled at the national level.  The 

delegation was shown one of ODA’s inspection labs and 

visited Amstad Produce at Sherwood, OR. 

  The negotiations were successful in getting a “Shipment 

Freedom” agreement for the entire US potato industry.  

The VPSS officials said they were celebrating their fifth 

anniversary as the Russian Federation and this was the 

first plant agreement they have signed with any govern-

ment to allow Shipment Freedom.  We have high hopes 

for sales in the future with Russia. 

 OPC visits Washington DC  continued from page 1 

Nels Iverson and Bill Brewer met with Trade Directors 

from all of the world regions at the USDA/APHIS head 

quarters in Riverdale, Maryland.   Support for research, 

market access funding, immigration, transportation and 

water issues were discussed with each of our congress-

man on the hill.  The meetings seemed to be very pro-

ductive and well received.  U.S. and Canadian govern-

ment personnel along with potato industry representa-

tives met to discuss Potato Cyst Nematode guidelines for 

potato seed crossing the border.  
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Notice of Public Hearing 

  Notice is hereby given that the Oregon Potato Com-

mission will hold a public budget hearing at 10:00 a.m. 

on Tuesday, June 2, 2009. The regular quarterly Com-

mission meeting will begin at 8:00 a.m. These meet-

ings will be held at 

The Timberline Lodge 

Mt. Jefferson Room 

Timberline, OR 97028 

  The purpose of the public budget hearing is to receive 

testimony and evidence on the proposed budget for 

operation of the Oregon Potato Commission during 

fiscal year July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010. 

  Any person desiring to submit facts or data, orally or 

in writing, may do so by attending the public hearing 

or by contacting the Commission Executive Director 

before the hearing date. 

Bill Brewer, Executive Director 
Oregon Potato Commission 

9320 SW Barbur Blvd., Suite 130 
Portland, OR 97219 

Phone  (503) 731-3300 

  A copy of the proposed budget is posted under  

Publications on the Oregon Potato Commission web-

site www.oregonspuds.com and may be obtained by 

requesting a copy from the OPC office. Copies are also 

available for inspection during reasonable business 

hours at county extension offices throughout the state 

             of Oregon. 

will make it possible for the licensee(s) to more aggres-

sively establish and support marketing of this new  

potato variety.   

  In the past, Tri-State developed potato varieties have 

been released through public release and protected un-

der a PVP (Plant Variety Protection).  Potato varieties 

were typically available to any seed grower who wanted 

to grow it.   

  The use of a limited access licensing process will help 

differentiate this specialty potato from other varieties, 

marketed by the sub-license holder and eventually be 

sold at a premium price. Named PURPLE PELISSEE 

(POR01PG16-1), this purple-fleshed, purple-skinned vari-

ety has ranked high in taste and processing trials.  Fur-

ther information is available at www.pvmi.org.  

“If successful, we expect this will lead to additional mar-

keting opportunities for specialty potato varieties devel-

oped by the Tri-State Breeding Program,” Debons said.  

The deadline for receipt of proposals is May 30. For more 

information, contact Jeanne Debons, PVMI Executive 

Director, 541-318-1485; or email  

                               jeannedebons@msn.com. 

Proprietary Rights continued from page 1 

OPC is Accepting Nominations for 
USPB Representatives  

Jerrold Strickland’s term on the US Potato 
Board will expire March 2010.  Now is the time 
to  nominate a grower-leader in your area who 
is active in the community, i.e., participates in 
local government, cultural or business affairs.  
Please contact the OPC office by July 1, 2009 
with your nomination choice. 

OPC Photo Contest is Underway 
Win Free lodging at the Next Potato Conference 

 

Send the OPC any pictures that have to do with planting, 

growing, harvesting or consuming potatoes by November 

1, 2009. The OPC will pay for one night’s stay at the next 

Oregon Potato Conference (location yet to be deter-

mined) for the best three usable submissions. Don’t be 

shy, get out there and show us what you’ve got! 

Email your high resolution image to  

Jennifer@oregonspuds.com    
or mail it on a disk to the 

Oregon Potato Commission 

9320 SW Barbur Blvd., Suite 130 

Portland, OR 97219 

(A black and white image does not do justice to the rich 
vibrant color of this new variety) Purple Pelissee  



Oregon Potato Commission 
 

Members: 

 

   Chairman Lon Baley, Malin 

   Vice Chairman Dan Walchli, Hermiston 

   Tony Amstad, Hermiston 

   Leif Eric Benson, Timberline Lodge 

   Jim Carleton, Merrill 

   Jim Carlson, Culver 

   Nels Iverson, Jefferson 

   Marty Myers, Boardman 

   Jerry Strickland, Huntington 

   Richard Wagstaff, Nyssa 

 

Staff: 

Bill Brewer, Executive Director 

Jennifer Fletcher, Administrative Director 

Judy Schwartz, Administrative Assistant 

 

~Please email judy@oregonspuds.com for address up-

dates or to be removed from this mailing.~ 

 

 

  Upcoming Events 

 

April 25 & 26, 2009 Oregon AgFest, State Fair Grounds 

  Salem, OR 

April 27 -29, 2009 NPC State Managerôs Meeting 

  Washington DC 

May 25, 2009 Memorial Day Observed,  

  OPC Office Closed 

June 1 & 2 OPC Quarterly Commission Meeting 

  Timberline Lodge, OR  

June 4, 2009 APTA Meeting 

  Washington DC 

June 17-19, 2009 NPC Summer Board Meeting 

  Richland, WA 

June 25 & 26 Blue Mountain Potato Growersô Meeting 

  And Golf Tournament 

  Umatilla, OR 
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